Prospectus, October 29, 20175 by Parkland College et al.
gregGANCARZ | Editor
Students from the 
Parkland College 
Astronomy Club ven-
tured north on a three-
and-a-half-hour road 
trip to tour Wisconsin’s 
Yerkes Observatory. 
The Yerkes Observa-
tory was founded in 1897 
and utilized a 40-inch 
diameter doublet lens 
refracting telescope, 
the largest ever suc-
cessfully put to use in 
astronomy. The newly-
constructed telescope 
was almost destroyed 
in a fi re while on display 
at the Chicago World’s 
Fair in 1893.
Famous astronomers 
such as Edwin Hubble, 
who did his graduate 
research there, and Carl 
Sagan, all studied and 
worked at the observa-
tory.
Although the tele-
scope and facility are 
no longer state-of-the-
art, Eric Johnson, the 
astronomy club’s advi-
sor and an astronomy 
instructor at Parkland. 
says it is still an impor-
tant facility.
“This facility may 
no longer be used for 
active research, but 
that only stopped 20 
years ago, and they are 
actively involved in out-
reach,” Johnson said. 
Johnson, who has 
been with the club about 
half a decade, takes 
members to the obser-
vatory every year. Sage 
Russel, who is a new stu-
dent at Parkland, says 
she was thrilled to be 
able to take advantage 
of the opportunity.
“There isn’t a single 
thing I would change 
about the trip, save for 
maybe hoping for a less 
rainy day next time. I 
would love to revisit 
the Yerkes Observa-
tory at some point. It’s 
a very beautiful place, 
both inside and out. It’s 
on an almost 80-acre 
ground and the grounds 
are extremely beautiful, 
too,” Russel said.
Russel says the tele-
scope was not the only 
thing visitors to the 
observatory were able 
to look at.
“It’s hard to decide 
what my favorite part 
of the tour was. The 
architecture is singu-
lar, really, there are 
so many little hidden 
designs within the inte-
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For over ten years, 
Parkland’s Agriculture/
Engineering Science 
and Technologies has 
held a Career and Tech-
nical Education Open 
House, and this year’s 
open house took place 
on Oct. 20. 
Students from sur-
rounding high schools 
were invited to come to 
the open house. These 
students usually have 
an interest in techni-
cal education, and then 
hopefully, a technical 
career. 
“We invite high school 
juniors and seniors 
from district 505 and 
surrounding communi-
ties. The high schools 
bus in large groups of 
students for the event,” 
said Aimee Densmore, 
program manager 
with CTE. “It’s a great 
chance to see if a career 
they’re considering is a 
good fi t or not.”
The students could 
choose three areas that 
interested them the 
most out of a list pro-
vided to them before-
hand. This allows for 
students to be able to 
see a variety of career 
opportunities and learn 
more about each one.
“Each student chooses 
three career areas to 
explore at the CTE Open 
House,” Densmore said. 
“Their choices include 
agriculture, automotive 
technology, aviation, 
collision repair, con-
struction management, 
diesel power, electri-
cal power, engineering 
science, horticulture, 
industrial automation, 
industrial welding, and 
United Steel Workers 
Local 7-838.”
United Steel Workers 
Local 7-838 is a regional 
union.
Once the students 
had chosen their three 
areas, they began the 
open house in the gym-
nasium. After the gym-
nasium, the open house 
was split into 40 minute 
sessions. These sessions 
were located on differ-
ent parts of the campus. 
“Students start out in 
the gymnasium at Park-
land and then attend 
hands-on sessions at 
the Construction Edu-
cation Alliance; Parkh-
ill Applied Technology 
Center, Tony Noel Agri-
cultural Technology 
Applications Center, 
and the M-wing in Park-
land’s main building,” 
Densmore said. 
These sessions were 
on a variety of topics, 
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“Autumn Reﬂ ections”
Three Parkland musi-
cal ensembles come 
together for a fall 
concert. 
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Thomas Warner is a 
veteran and Parkland 
student studying pho-
tography, a hobby of his. 
He also works as a pho-
tographer for the Pro-
spectus. 
Warner enlisted with 
the U.S. Air Force while 
he was in high school 
in Atwood, Ill. When he 
graduated in 1968 he 
began his four years of 
service.  
Warner served a year 
in Vietnam before being 
stationed in the U.S.
“Jet engine mechanic 
was what my specialty 
was,” Warner said. 
After he was done 
serving in the Air Force, 
Warner worked various 
jobs before beginning 
his career as a tractor-
trailer driver, which he 
did for nearly twenty 
years. 
“I started driving a 
truck, I think because 
AgEST hosts annual career, 
tech education open house 
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There was a series of spy satellites that used ﬁ lm and had to 
drop the ﬁ lm from orbit for the photographs to be retrieved.
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Adult Education
ARC provides resourc-
es for non-traditional 
students. 
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Left to right, back: Jesus Diaz, Alia Frickensmith, 
Sage Russell, Katrina Wefe, Isaac McGill, and 
Jasmine Cai with Parkland’s Astronomy Club visit 
the Yerkes Observatory in Wisconsin.
PC astronomy club visits 
renowned observatory in Wisconsin
Photo by evyjoCOMPTON | Prospectus News
Paul Hohulin, an instructor in the Agriculture/ 
Engineering Sciences and Technology department, 
shows Xavier of the READY program how to wire 
the thermostat used in the ELT session. 
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At Parkland, students range in age 
from 18 to 86-years-old. Parkland 
advisor Anthony “Tony” Hooker of 
Parkland’s Adult Re-Entry Center, 
said he wants to offer the best sup-
port for older adults looking to earn 
college credit. 
At the ARC, located in the U-wing, 
adults can seek academic advising, 
transcript evaluations, and informa-
tion on fitting class schedules into cer-
tain times. 
Students who are 25 years or older 
and are currently enrolled in part-
time or full-time classes or career 
certification programs are consid-
ered to be adults re-entering the edu-
cational system. 
According to enrollment data, 
adults 25 years or older make up 50.2 
percent of the Parkland student pop-
ulation.
“The reason why the ARC exists is 
because they needed a focal point,” 
Hooker said. “[The ARC] is a one-stop 
shop where they have initial contact, 
admission, and all the way through to 
commencement.” 
Hooker is the main contact for non-
traditional students re-entering into 
Parkland. He says the two main chal-
lenges older adults have with going 
back to school is the financial means 
and feeling isolated. Hooker also 
said adult learners are a bit different 
because they have specific issues, like 
balancing class time with other obli-
gations like their careers and fami-
lies. 
Hooker re-entered into Parkland 
at 27, but he said there was a lack of 
resources like the ARC to help guide 
him through school. 
“[I] recognized the importance of 
being prepared for class. The impor-
tance, in that this might be the last go-
around in getting a degree, and I think 
that comes with a sense of urgency for 
a lot of adult learners, which is some-
thing I think they bring to the class-
room,” Hooker said. 
In August, Stephanie Meyer, 28, 
enrolled in the Parkland dental 
hygiene program as a full-time stu-
dent while working three jobs.  
Meyer said she doesn’t mind how 
busy she is. 
“If my schedule wasn’t as booked as 
it is, I probably wouldn’t [be] so strict 
on when I have time to study,” said 
Meyer, who attends class four days a 
week, “I always stay after class. Me 
and a few other girls in the program 
study together.” 
At 19, Meyer attended college right 
after high school, but dropped out 
shortly after the first semester. She 
then moved to Indianapolis for sev-
eral years where she worked a num-
ber of jobs as a nanny, dental assis-
tant, hospital tech, bartender, and 
server. 
“I always knew I wanted to do den-
tal hygiene, but I was more focused on 
making a living,” she said. “Don’t ever 
make that mistake if you know what 
you want to do. I could have been in 
my career 10 years ago.” 
However, Meyer said she doesn’t 
regret living life the way she has. At 
Parkland, she says things feel natural 
with the dental hygiene program. 
“With all the connections I have 
made with people and how well every-
thing is going, I thought to myself, 
maybe I wasn’t meant to go because 
I wasn’t ready,” Meyer said. 
Meyer said she applied to many 
schools, but Parkland’s administra-
tion made her feel important. They 
initiated contact even before she com-
mitted to their program. 
At the beginning of the semester, 
students and faculty of dental hygiene 
met for dinner in Champaign. 
Tom Warner, 68, enrolled in classes 
in the summer of 2015. He plans to 
pursue associate degree in both pho-
tography and communications. 
“I was lousy in high school and bad 
at math,” Warner said, “My coun-
selor saw I chose to take a photogra-
phy class on my own and suggested 
majoring in it.” 
Warner was a truck driver for over 
thirty years and has published three 
books. He said doesn’t know what 
he will do with his diploma, other 
than frame it, but obtaining a college 
degree was always a dream for him. 
ARC partners with 12 colleges and 
universities, which means adults can 
get their degree from certain univer-
sities while attending locally at Park-
land’s campus or taking online and 
hybrid classes. 
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This week, students took the time 
to thank people who helped them with 
something on Parkland’s campus. 
Four students who couldn’t do some-
thing themselves were reached out to 
at some point, and they would like to 
say “thanks” to the ones who did it.
Ashley Greene would like to thank 
the person who helped her find her 
class in September.
“I was having a really bad week,” 
Greene said. “Pretty much every-
thing was going wrong at the moment, 
and then, on top of everything else, I 
couldn’t find one of my classes.”
She described the person as about 
five-and-a-half feet tall, with brown 
hair and glasses. She did not get the 
person’s name, but she is incredi-
bly grateful to him for showing her 
around campus.
“I was looking for my class,” Greene 
said. “I don’t know why, but I couldn’t 
find my way around the D-wing, and I 
somehow managed to get lost for 20 
minutes. I was just about to cry, and 
he walked up and offered to help me. 
With everything going on then, he 
really made my week just by offering 
to show me where to go, and he was so 
nice about it, too.”
Miles Haug would like to thank 
Mariah Sherman for helping him 
study in his statistics class.
“Usually, I do fine in math classes,” 
Haug said. “But for some reason, that 
specific one really [messed] me up. I 
couldn’t seem to do well on a single 
assignment. I was worried I wouldn’t 
be able to get through it without fail-
ing.”
Sherman, another Parkland student 
who took the class before, offered 
to help Haug out and try to get him 
to a passing grade. They studied for 
weeks, and eventually, his grade 
started to go up.
“She really helped me out,” Haug 
said. “If she didn’t offer to help me, 
there’s no way I would have passed 
the class, and I couldn’t drop it, either, 
since it’s required for my degree.”
Olivia Brady thanks Alex Cox for 
helping her take notes for a class.
“I had just started my new job,” 
Brady said. “I could control my hours 
for the most part, but between eleven 
o’clock and four o’clock I had to be 
at the office. Everybody had to be 
there, not just me. And I had a class 
that went until twelve, so I asked Cox 
to take notes for me and email them 
when the class was over.”
Brady and Cox met up to discuss 
what happened on a regular basis as 
well, in order to keep her up-to-date 
on any and all assignments. 
“I was really grateful,” Brady said 
“This job meant a lot to me, and if I 
couldn’t find somebody to give me 
notes and keep me updated, I would 
have had to choose between the [job 
and the class], and that wasn’t exactly 
appealing to me.”
Sherman thanks Chandra Gallo-
way for sitting with her one day at the 
beginning of the semester.
“I was just sitting alone between 
classes,” Sherman said. “I didn’t 
really have friends then, and the two 
people that I actually knew weren’t on 
campus that day, so at the time I was 
kind of lonely.”
Galloway approached Sherman and 
offered to sit with her.
“We talked about a few different 
things,” Sherman said. “Classes, mov-
ies, anime. It really helped me out, I 
wasn’t feeling great that day and the 
fact that somebody came and was 
nice to me kind of made everything a 
little bit better.”
Sherman said she hasn’t seen Gallo-
way since then.
“I’ve got other friends now, and we 
didn’t exchange contact information,” 
Sherman said. “And I think we’ve just 
missed each other since then.”
Students say ‘thanks’ 
to those who’ve helped out
Photo by annaWATSON | Prospectus News
Tony Hooker works as an advisor for adults who are 25 years or older 
and taking college credits at Parkland. He wants to give them the best 
support possible, because when he re-entered Parkland at 27, the 
ARC resources were not available.
Parkland not just 
for ‘traditional’ students
reinventing alternative
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CHICAGO (AP) — Medical student 
Alejandra Duran Arreola dreams of 
becoming an OB-GYN in her home 
state of Georgia, where there’s a 
shortage of doctors and one of the 
highest maternal mortality rates in 
the U.S.
But the 26-year-old Mexican 
immigrant’s goal is now trapped in 
the debate over a program protecting 
hundreds of thousands of immigrants 
like her from deportation. Whether 
she becomes a doctor depends on 
whether Congress finds an alternative 
to the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program that President 
Donald Trump phased out last month.
Arreola, who was brought to the 
U.S. illegally at age 14, is among about 
100 medical students nationwide 
who are enrolled in DACA, and 
many have become a powerful voice 
in the immigration debate. Their 
stories have resonated with leaders 
in Washington. Having excelled in 
school and gained admission into 
competitive medical schools, they’re 
on the verge of starting residencies 
to treat patients, a move experts 
say could help address the nation’s 
worsening doctor shortage.
“It’s mostly a tragedy of wasted 
talent and resources,” said Mark 
Kuczewski, who leads the medical 
education department at Loyola 
University’s medical school, where 
Arreola is in her second year. “Our 
country will have said, ‘You cannot go 
treat patients.’”
The Chicago-area medical school 
was the first to openly accept 
DACA students and has the largest 
concentration nationwide at 32. 
California and New York also have 
significant populations, according to 
the Association of American Medical 
Colleges.
DACA gives protection to about 
800,000 immigrants who were 
brought to the U.S. as children and 
who otherwise would lack legal 
permission to be in the country. The 
immigrants must meet strict criteria 
to receive two-year permits that 
shield them from deportation and 
allow them to work.
Then-President Barack Obama 
created DACA in 2012. Critics call 
it an illegal amnesty program that 
is taking jobs from U.S. citizens. In 
rescinding it last month, Trump gave 
lawmakers until March to come up 
with a replacement.
Public support for DACA is wide. A 
recent poll by The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research showed that just 1 in 5 
Americans want to deport DACA 
recipients.
Medical students such as Arreola 
are trying to shape the debate, and 
they have the backing of influential 
medical groups, including the 
American Medical Association.
Arreola took a break from her 
studies last month to travel to 
Washington with fellow Loyola 
medical student and DACA recipient 
Cesar Montolongo Hernandez to talk 
to stakeholders. In their meetings with 
lawmakers, they framed the program 
as a medical necessity but also want a 
solution for others with DACA.
A 2017 report by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges predicts 
a shortfall of between about 35,000 
and 83,000 doctors in 2025. That 
shortage is expected to increase with 
population growth and aging.
Hernandez, a 28-year-old from 
Mexico simultaneously pursuing a 
Ph.D., wants to focus his research 
on early detection of diseases. His 
work permit expires next September, 
and he’s worried he won’t qualify for 
scientific research funding without 
the program.
“I’ve shown I deserve to be here,” 
said Hernandez, who met with Illinois 
Sen. Dick Durbin, a Democrat who’s 
called for Congress to quickly pass a 
replacement for DACA.
For Arreola it’s about returning to 
the state she’s called home since she 
was 14 and giving back to areas in 
need of doctors.
“My family is from there; I know 
those people,” Arreola said. “Those 
are the people that inspired to really 
give this a push.”
Among those Arreola met with were 
policy staff for Georgia Republican 
Sen. Johnny Isakson, who believes the 
Obama program was “an overreach 
of executive power” but also wants 
Congress to write a plan to protect 
DACA recipients.
Medical school administrators say 
the immigrant students stand out even 
among their accomplished peers: 
They’re often bilingual and bicultural, 
have overcome adversity and are 
more likely to work with underserved 
populations or rural areas.
“They come with a cultural 
competency for how to best treat the 
individuals from their background, 
whether immigrants or different races 
and ethnicities,” said Matthew Shick, 
a government relations director for 
the Association of American Medical 
Colleges. “That gets translated over to 
their peers in education and training.”
Zarna Patel, 24, is a third-year 
student at Loyola who was brought 
to the U.S. from India as a 3-year-old 
without any legal documents. Her 
DACA permit expires in January, 
and she’s trying to renew it so she 
can continue medical school rotations 
that require clinical work. If she’s 
able to work in U.S., Patel will work 
in disadvantaged areas of Illinois for 
four years, part of her agreement to 
get school loans.
“Growing up, I didn’t have 
insurance,” she said. “I knew what 
that felt like, being locked out of the 
whole system.”
For others, there’s added worry of 
being stuck with debt they can’t repay.
Marcela Zhou, who was born in 
Mexico after her family moved there 
from China, is in her third year at 
the University of California at Los 
Angeles’ medical school. She wants to 
work in public health.
“Can I even afford to finish medical 
school?” said Zhou, who was 12 when 
she came to the U.S. on a visitor visa 
that eventually expired. “It’s sort of 
hard sometimes to keep going.”
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rior and exterior of the observatory,” 
Russel said. “On the exterior of the 
observatory, one can find the phases 
of the moon, the various images of the 
zodiac, figures representing Rocke-
feller who was one of the financiers 
of the University of Chicago, as well 
as metaphorical designs like the owls 
that represent wisdom and knowledge 
and the phoenixes rising out of flames 
that are said to represent Chicago ris-
ing out of the very literal ashes of the 
Great Fire of 1871.”
At the end of the day, many in the 
group were most taken with the over 
60-foot telescope housed at the obser-
vatory. The massive device utilizes 
novelties such as a raising platform 
to allow observers access to the tele-
FROM PAGE 1
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scope’s eyepiece, rather than the more 
traditional ladder or set of stairs.
Johnson enjoys making the trips 
with students so he can better give 
them a sense of the history of astron-
omy and a real idea of the kind of 
research that is actively being done in 
the field. That goal was realized with 
students like Russel.
“I’m exceptionally pleased that this 
trip was possible. It’s important to 
learn about the history of astronomy, 
especially when the field advances so 
rapidly,” Russel said. “We’ve come 
a long way in the last 150 years in 
the field of astronomy and it’s good 
to have points of reference for each 
and every innovation…Also, just 
aesthetically speaking, it’s a worth-
while trip, because you get to look at 
unique designs and architecture that 
is breathtaking and complex.”
Normally, the Parkland Astronomy 
Club is active with discussions about 
Medical students in limbo as 
young immigrant program ends
Photo by Damian Dovarganes | AP Photo
In this Friday, Sept. 29, 2017, photo, Marcela Zhou, in her third year at the University of California at Los 
Angeles’ medical school, poses for a photo at the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA, in Los 
Angeles. Zhou was born in Mexico after her family moved there from China. She wants to work in public 
health.
various field-related subjects to things 
like examining Parkland’s model solar 
system. Once or twice a year, the club 
also takes trips like the recent one to 
the observatory.
“The club will make a trip to Fermi-
lab in the spring semester,” Johnson 
said. “They hold public tours on the 
first Sunday of the month. We plan to 
visit the planetarium and hold another 
observing night. However, that is 
weather permitting.” 
Fermilab, short for “Fermi National 
Accelerator Laboratory,” is a Depart-
ment of Energy-run physics labora-
tory located in Batavia, Ill., in Chica-
go’s western suburbs. Fermilab used 
to have its own functional particle 
accelerator known as the Tevatron, 
which operated from 1983–2011.
Particle accelerators like Fermi-
lab’s Tevatron smash atom-sized 
or subatomic particles together at 
extremely high speeds, usually almost 
to the speed of light, which is about 
186,000 miles per second. Research-
ers then study these impacts to get a 
better understanding of the subatomic 
world and the behavior of physics.
Fermilab’s accelerator was shut 
down in 2011 in light of budget cuts and 
the opening of the more advanced—
and much bigger—Large Hadron Col-
lider in Western Europe.
For more information, students can 
contact Johnson or visit the Facebook 
page at facebook.com/parklandas-
tronomy. 
“[Students can] contact me to be 
added to the club page on Cobra, and 
they can follow the Parkland Astron-
omy Club on Facebook. Our club 
meets every Thursday at noon, either 
in L146, or we are observing the Sun 
with proper telescopes in the cafete-
ria,” Johnson said.
and consisted of two parts; infor-
mation and hands-on activities. The 
hands-on activities included activities 
like a Spark Plug Challenge and dem-
onstrations with drones. 
“Students were informed about 
career training available at Park-
land, as well as industry require-
ments for various positions,” Dens-
more said. “The 40-minute session 
is split into two parts: information 
on career training and salary out-
look, and then job opportunities and a 
hands-on activity. Students saw dem-
onstrations with drones; competed in 
pit stop challenges; and tried out the 
paint guns used in collision repair, just 
to give a few examples.”
The CTE Open House gives stu-
dents the opportunity to explore their 
options before picking a certain path. 
“These high-tech, nine-month cer-
tificate and two-year degree pro-
grams result in well-paying, excit-
ing jobs,” Densmore said. “We want 
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students to explore all their college 
options before choosing their major 
and future career. The CTE Open 
House gives juniors and seniors the 
opportunity to visit our state-of-the-
art lab spaces, meet our faculty, and 
see if a Parkland career program is a 
good fit for them.”
Parkland’s Agriculture/Engineer-
ing Science and Technologies has an 
open-door policy. They welcome visi-
tors with the intent of showing the stu-
dents and families how Parkland will 
help the students reach their goals. 
“We welcome students and their 
families to contact us to set up a time 
to see what we offer and learn how we 
can help students reach their goals,” 
Densmore said.
For more information on the AgEST 
department, those interested can con-
tact Densmore at adensmore@park-
land.edu or visit Parkland’s website at 
parkland.edu. Click on the “Academ-
ics” tab at the top of the page, and then 
“Agricultural/Engineering Science & 
Technologies” in the list on the left-
hand side.
10_25_17_Prospectus.indd   3 10/24/17   12:34 PM
ACROSS 
1 Primarily, sherry here is dry (5) 
4 Cheap paper wrongly prioritising what informative daily should do? (9) 
9 Newlywed’s healthy in prison (9) 
10 Tent peg initially pronounced suitable for tent (5)  
11 Salesman is obliged in speech to give information (6) 
12 It helps one get into Oxford perhaps (8) 
14 Miranda’s father goes to America to get rich (10) 
16 See good chap run out (4) 
19 Recognised tennis player’s told to give up (4) 
20 Make one’s way to unknown building to ﬁ nd place for the kids to play (5.5) 
22 It’s given to election campaign perhaps when party goes to the country (8)  
23 Ancient language old Pict possibly used after a century (6)
26 Cat found in Oz (5) 
27 Class of plants producing silver-cyanide compound maybe (9) 
28 Judge taken in by a revolutionary showed partiality (9) 
29 Fine vessel (5)
SUDOKU
Answers from last week
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GAMES & PUZZLES
DOWN 
1 Having hot climate, but crop is failing (9) 
2 Caught Pakistan’s opener around edge of crease (5) 
3 Old bigwig embraces sin, taking Ecstasy to get high (8) 
4 Born and died in poverty (4) 
5 Dogs, and what they may do if ravenous cannibals? (10) 
6 One at the wheel’s to dawdle along (6) 
7 I’m on cue, but intrinsically unrehearsed (9) 
8 Wooden articles obtained from box number? (5) 
13 Stevedore working for nothing? But he’s a sponger! (10) 
15 Regulation of guns restraining one (9) 
17 In such a state one prays for guidance? (9) 
18 Pressed editor to follow Royal in skimpy clothing (8) 
21 How to spell one Scottish goddess? (6) 
22 Decline daughter’s inferior turnover (5) 
24 Some musicians go over the joint (5) 
25 Hit with a missile (4)
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my uncle [did],” Warner said. 
He says that being a jet engine 
mechanic made him a better truck 
driver because going in he was 
already good with the tools necessary. 
After deciding to change careers, 
Warner worked at different golf 
courses for six years. During the win-
ter down season, he decided to try his 
hand at writing novels.
His fi rst novel is called “The Saga 
of Alex and His Friends.” It tells the 
story of a kid who was kicked out of 
his home and forced to live on the 
streets. Warner chose to write about 
this because of the experiences he 
had with homeless children through 
his career. 
“During my twenty years of driv-
ing tractor-trailer trucks, I had seen 
a lot of homeless street kids; and I 
remember wishing many times that 
there was something I could do to help 
them,” Warner wrote. 
“I had been reading online stories 
and I thought I could probably do just 
about as good, so I just started playing 
around [on] the computer,” he said. “I 
had about three chapters [written]…
and I was sharing them with some 
friends I had online. I fi nally asked 
them…‘Well, should I continue [writ-
ing] or should I just give my hopes 
up?’…They said, ‘No, you’ve got a 
good story going. Don’t stop.’” 
The story starts with a charac-
ter that Warner named after him-
self, Tom. He is distraught one night 
around Christmas and goes out for a 
walk in the cold. He comes across a 
toy store and is drawn to an angel fi g-
urine, which he convinces the man-
ager to sell to him. As he is leaving 
the store he hears a young boy whim-
pering in an alley, freezing in the cold. 
Tom decides to rescue him and the 
story goes from there. 
Warner has two other books that are 
published as sequels to the fi rst, “The 
Forgotten Child” and “We Care About 
Golf.” 
Warner was also a scoutmaster with 
the Boy Scouts of America for a num-
ber of years. He says he began as a 
boy scout himself and then slowly got 
involved until he was assisting many 
troops and was the head of his own. 
He fi rst became an assistant in 
high school after he aged out of the 
younger Boy Scouts groups. 
“I went back to the scout master 
and asked him if he ever needed any 
help with the boys,” Warner said. “I 
worked with them for a little bit and 
he ended up making me junior assis-
tant scout master.”
As part of his time in the Air Force, 
Warner was stationed in Idaho, during 
which time he became involved with 
Boy Scouts again. 
“First day out there, I was looking 
around how you’ll do in a new area 
and I [saw] scouts going into a build-
ing…Scouting [was] in my blood at 
that time, [so] I had to go check it out,” 
Warner said. “Next thing I know…I 
was assistant to about three [or] four 
different troops…and scout master of 
another one.” 
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FACT: The American “Corona” program’s satellites took 
photos on 70mm ﬁ lm. A module containing the ﬁ lm would be 
separated from the satellite in very low orbit and descend to 
Earth. After re-entry, it would deploy a parachute and either 
be captured mid-air by an aircraft with a special mounted 
hook or land in the ocean. Photos taken in the “Corona” 
program were later declassiﬁ ed in the ‘90s and used by 
scientists to identify sites of ancient human habitation and 
migration routes.
Vegas rebranding shows
difﬁ culty of messaging after tragedy
Anita Snow | Associated Press
LAS VEGAS (AP) — As volunteers 
streamed in to donate blood, doctors 
tended to the wounded and investi-
gators scoured the scene of the dead-
liest mass shooting in modern U.S. 
history, Las Vegas tourism offi cials 
moved quickly to protect their valu-
able franchise in a city where brand-
ing is everything.
“What happens here, stays here,” 
the offi cial slogan advertising agency 
R&R Partners developed in 2002, with 
a wink to naughty behavior, no longer 
seemed appropriate after the Oct. 1 
attack that killed 58 people.
The city put that motto on hold, and 
the public agency charged with mar-
keting Las Vegas went to work creat-
ing a new pitch for the tourist desti-
nation.
Initially, it unveiled messages that 
focused on how the community came 
together after the mass shooting, with 
average people joining fi rst respond-
ers in helping victims.
A spot featuring a cityscape and the 
voice of Las Vegas native and retired 
tennis star Andre Agassi won praise 
for its sensitivity. “What is strength?” 
Agassi asks, playing off the #Veg-
asStrong slogan that exploded on 
Twitter. “Strength is valet parkers 
who become medics, mothers who 
become emergency responders.”
The response has been more mixed 
to the TV ad that followed, showing 
just how diffi cult it can be for orga-
nizations to hit the right tone after 
a deeply tragic event. It also under-
scores how a message that resonates 
with fans can fall fl at with others.
That spot - shown nationally starting 
late last week on networks including 
ESPN, Fox Sports, Bravo, TNT, The 
Weather Channel and Travel Channel 
- features real-life social media mes-
sages posted after the shooting.
“NO ONE and NOTHING will stop 
me from going to Las Vegas,” reads 
the fi rst message.
“Will be there in 5 days,” writes 
another Las Vegas fan.
Paul A. Argenti, a Dartmouth Col-
lege professor considered a pioneer 
in corporate communication, said he 
was taken aback by the advertise-
ment, which he saw during a televised 
sports event.
“It’s a little too tacky to continue to 
promote tourism” two weeks after the 
attack, he said. “It’s really something 
for three months down the line.”
Argenti said organizations risk con-
sequential mistakes if they don’t care-
fully consider messaging after tragic 
events. British Petroleum, maligned 
for its clumsy handling of the Deep 
Horizon oil spill in 2010, continued ads 
touting its “green” record because 
they were already paid for, he said.
Instead of national advertising, Las 
Vegas should consider “hypertar-
geting” people most likely to return, 
focusing on fun and excitement while 
avoiding even subtle reminders of the 
shooting, said Eric Schiffer of Repu-
tationManagementConsultants.com, 
which specializes in cleaning up rep-
utations.
“People move away from pain much 
faster than they move toward plea-
sure,” he noted.
Top offi cials with R&R Partners and 
the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors 
Authority said they were certain their 
most recent ad hit the perfect pitch, 
and seemed surprised it raised eye-
brows.
The posts they chose featured peo-
ple “speaking out with their hearts,” 
said Rossi Ralenkotter, the authority’s 
president and CEO.
Ralenkotter likened the fan’s insis-
tence on returning to Las Vegas to 
people who won’t let fear change their 
lives after a terrorist attack.
“If you look at the social posts out 
there, there are a lot people say-
ing things just like that,” said Arnie 
DiGeorge, executive creative direc-
tor for R&R Partners. “That’s a pretty 
universal statement.”
“#VegasStrong” billboards and 
images of people donating blood 
were also recently included in a video 
assembled by a coalition of southern 
Nevada government offi cials and eco-
nomic development agencies to dem-
onstrate the city’s resilience while 
promoting the region as a potential 
site for Amazon’s second headquar-
ters.
Las Vegas’ rebranding began 
shortly after a gunman on the 32nd 
fl oor of the Mandalay Bay hotel casino 
opened fi re on a country music festi-
val below.
The visitors authority, charged with 
delivering nearly 43 million tourists 
to Las Vegas annually, quickly brain-
stormed with its ad agency for a new 
message to keep Las Vegas out front 
in a tasteful way.
“We felt it was still important for 
the town to have a voice,” DiGeorge 
said.
MGM Resorts International, owner 
of the Mandalay Bay, also immedi-
ately shelved a slogan it unveiled 
weeks before: “We are not in the hotel 
business ... we are in the holy s — - 
business.” MGM changed its digital 
signs to #VegasStrong, and in his fi rst 
public address after the attack, Chief 
Executive Jim Murren urged conven-
tion organizers to keep believing in 
the city.
Electronic billboards along the 
Strip that typically promote restau-
rants, concerts and a topless pool 
broadcast a phone number victims 
and their families could call to reach 
an assistance center. They expressed 
appreciation for fi rst responders, 
casino employees and visitors.
“We’ve been there for you during 
the good times. Thank you for being 
there for us now,” one billboard mes-
sage read.
After digital marquees throughout 
the city were briefl y dimmed to honor 
victims, another new slogan appeared: 
“When things get dark, Vegas shines.”
Retailers jumped in, selling #Veg-
asStrong T-shirts for $18.75 in airport 
gift shops. Proceeds from the shirts 
will go to an offi cial fund to benefi t vic-
tims, a shop salesman said.
In southern Nevada, where statis-
tics show the leisure and hospitality 
sector accounts for nearly one-third 
of the workforce, government offi -
cials also embraced rebranding.
Clark County Commission Chair-
man Steve Sisolak, a Democratic can-
didate for governor, told reporters 
soon after the massacre it would be 
offi cially referred to as the “1 Octo-
ber” event. News releases and other 
county communications adopted that 
language, omitting the word “shoot-
ing” and calling it an “incident.”
Haemoon Oh, dean of the College of 
Hospitality, Retail and Sport Manage-
ment at the University of South Car-
olina, said he has no doubt the city 
will recover as long as it focuses on 
healing and refrains from aggressive 
marketing.
“One distinct characteristic of the 
hospitality and tourism people and 
industry is resilience,” he said. “The 
city will rebound, and people will 
regroup stronger.”
Photo by John Locher | AP Photo
In this Monday, Oct. 16, 2017, ﬁ le photo, workers install a #VegasStrong banner on the Mandalay Bay 
hotel and casino in Las Vegas. Stephen Paddock opened ﬁ re from the hotel on an outdoor country music 
concert, killing 58 and injuring hundreds. Las Vegas’ eff orts to rebrand itself since the shooting show just 
how diﬃ  cult it can be for organizations to hit the right tone after a deeply tragic event. The city put its 
famous “What happens here, stays here” slogan on hold, and its initial ad campaign after the attack won 
praise for its sensitivity. But a national TV commercial that features real social media posts from after the 
shooting is getting more mixed reviews, with some calling it tacky.
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davidSAVEANU | Staff  Writer
“Autumn Refl ections,” a free-to-
the-public concert that featured the 
Parkland Chamber Singers, Wind 
Ensemble, and Orchestra perform-
ing together, was held on Oct. 22 in 
the college’s Harold and Jean Miner 
Theatre.
The concert began with the cham-
ber singers, who sang songs like “If 
Music Be the Food of Love” com-
posed by Andrew Miller, “Agnus Dei” 
by Daniel Schreiner, and Eric William 
Barnum’s “Dreams of Thee.”
The chamber singers are made up 
of mostly Parkland students, but all 
members of the community are wel-
come to join. They sing choral songs, 
selected and directed by Franklin 
Gallo.
This is Franklin Gallo’s fi rst year at 
Parkland directing the chamber sing-
ers, and he has been working with 
the singers to prepare for this con-
cert, trying to choose diverse songs 
of different genres, different lan-
guages, and from different origins. In 
this concert he included a rendition of 
“House of the Rising Sun,” a folk song 
with a notable 1964 rendition by Brit-
ish rock band The Animals.
Gallo is trying to build up a bigger 
group, and is welcoming of anyone 
with a singing background that would 
like to continue singing in college.
The singers’ concert was then fol-
lowed by the Parkland Wind Ensem-
ble, who played songs like “Jupiter” 
by Gustav Hoist, “West Side Story” 
by Leonard Bernstein, and the “Mex-
ican Hat Dance,” a traditional song 
of Mexican origin, composed by 
F.A. Partichela. The Parkland Wind 
Ensemble, along with the orchestra, 
are made up of a mix of community 
members and students. 
The wind ensemble is directed by 
Jonathan Becket, whom began as a 
director in January 2016.
The Parkland Orchestra played 
last, and like the other two ensembles 
is a mix of non-student community 
members and Parkland students.
Its director, Rodney Mueller, who 
has been directing for three years 
after being a performer himself—
having played for 12 years in the cello 
section—took the audience on a tour.
“We were fortunate to have eight 
[two-hour] rehearsals for this con-
cert,” Mueller said.
With the songs performed by the 
orchestra, he says he tried to move 
through the times, and go to differ-
ent locations, like the Czech Repub-
lic, Hungary, and Austria, and fi nish 
by bringing the audience back home, 
with songs from 1950’s Broadway.
Parkland students in need of a fi ne 
arts requirement can join any of 
the three groups and receive credit 
for playing; they can sign up for the 
groups as they would a class. Commu-
nity members who simply have a pas-
sion for playing pay a community fee 
to join.
The groups play together again 
on Dec. 3 for a winter concert. Like 
“Autumn Refl ections,” the winter per-
formance will be free and open to the 
public. 
More information on the Park-
land Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, and 
Chamber Singers, as well as the col-
lege’s other musical ensembles, can 
be found at faa.parkland.edu/music 
by clicking on “Ensembles” in the 
menu. A performance schedule for 
the ensembles can be viewed on this 
page.
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Advice from a student: graduate
derianSILVA | Staff  Writer
Parkland students are in the midst 
of midterms right now and with the 
building pressure it can be diffi cult to 
think about the future. However, stu-
dents should begin to consider what 
courses they are taking next semes-
ter and whether or not they are close 
to graduating.
Careful planning of your semes-
ters at Parkland helps ensure that you 
graduate on time and with the correct 
credits for your program. Students in 
their fi rst couple of semesters may 
not be aware of everything required 
of them, which is why students with 
less than 30 credit hours are required 
to meet with an advisor to plan their 
schedule. 
During registration periods stu-
dents fi ll up the appointment calen-
dars of the advisors, so it is important 
to keep track of when registration 
begins, so you may plan a meeting 
with an advisor.
Students who are currently enrolled 
or continuing students may have an 
early registration period of Oct. 30–
Nov. 5. After this period, registration 
is open for all students. 
Signing up for your courses early 
and meeting with an advisor does two 
things for students: it ensures that 
they are taking the correct courses 
and it helps make sure they get a 
spot in the course. If a course that is 
required for graduation fi lls up and 
is not again available until next year, 
graduation times can be delayed. 
Meeting with an advisor is also 
important even after earning 30 
credits. At this point meeting with 
advisors from your major is recom-
mended. Advisors from your major 
will be able to accurately guide you 
through your degree program, help-
ing you decide which courses are vital 
to take and when. 
Students also have available to them 
through my.parkland.edu a degree 
audit, which checks your courses 
against the catalog for the year that 
you entered Parkland. This service 
also features the ability to explore 
other majors, through “What if I 
changed my program of study?” This 
tool enables you to see what would 
happen if you changed your major 
and what other courses you would 
need to take. 
Once students have been at Park-
land for a while, they may start to 
wonder about their graduation. Stu-
dents are not always aware that they 
must petition to graduate. According 
to the student services website, the 
steps to take before graduation are 
much like those for when you meet 
with advisors to sign up for courses. 
However, instead of meeting with 
advisors, there are two specialty fac-
ulty members, Dennis Kaczor and 
Beth Chepan, in the U214 admissions 
offi ce, who are available for help with 
graduation status related questions.
Students who are planning to trans-
fer should pay close attention to the 
colleges they are considering trans-
ferring to and meet with advisors 
from the program they are interested 
in, to make sure they also have the 
required pre-requisites. Earning an 
associate’s degree usually guarantees 
that the university will accept your 
general education courses, but does 
not guarantee admission to specifi c 
programs. If you are unsure about this 
procedure, mention it to your advisor 
and they will be able to facilitate.
Students earning certifi cation or 
hoping to enter the work force should 
visit Parkland’s Career Center. The 
people there can help with securing 
employment, resume writing, post-
ing resumes, job fair information and 
sorting through job listings.
Any student at Parkland who is 
earning a certifi cate or degree must 
complete a petition to graduate form 
and there are deadlines for these. Stu-
dents who are graduating in spring 
2018 have two possibilities: Those who 
wish to participate in the commence-
ment ceremony must complete this 
petition by March 7. Those who are 
not participating in the commence-
ment ceremony must have their peti-
tion in by April 10. These forms can 
be found online or acquired through 
the Admissions and Records offi ce in 
room U214.
Time management is an important 
aspect of college and students should 
take care to remember to meet with 
their advisors before registration to 
make sure that they are on the right 
path. 
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